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Status of Omnibus Farm Bill 


The House Agriculture Committee 
on June 5 began executive considera- 
tion of the Administration’s omnibus 
farm bill, H. R. 6400. During the 
week, it approved Title III (agricul- 
tural credit) with amendments, and 
began work on Title IV (farmer co- 
operatives). Another meeting on the 
bill is scheduled for June 12. 

The Senate Agriculture Committee 
on June 5 concluded its questioning 
of Agriculture Secretary Freeman on 
S. 1643, a companion bill. The Com- 
mittee will begin to consider the bill 
in executive session sometime next 
week. 


U. K. Import Controls 


Britain will remove controls on dol- 
lar imports of canned fruit other than 
canned apples and canned citrus, ef- 
fective August 1. 

Quota restrictions have been main- 
tained on imports of canned fruit from 
dollar sources since the end of World 
War II. 

The only dollar canned fruit on 
which import restrictions will be re- 
tained are canned apples, to be con- 
trolled from all non-sterling sources, 
and canned grapefruit segments and 
canned orange and grapefruit juice, 
to be controlled from the dollar area 
only. 


International Food Reserve 


The Senate on June 1 adopted a res- 
olution, 8. Res. 128, expressing the 
sense of the Senate that “the Presi- 
dent should explore with other nations 
tre establishment of an international 
food and raw materials reserve under 
the auspices of the United Nations 
and related international organiza- 
tions for the puropse of acquiring and 
storing in appropriate countries raw 
or processed farm products and other 
raw materials, exclusive of minerals,” 
with a view to their use in market 
stabilization, preventing famine, ab- 


USDA Appropriations Bill Would Establish Special Fund 
for Research on Emergency Basis as Problems Arise 


The House on June 6 passed and 
sent to the Senate the bill, H. R. 7444, 
making appropriations for the USDA 
for the fiscal year 1962. The bill pro- 
vides $5.9 billion, which is some $141 
million below the amount requested in 
the budget but $1.9 billion more than 
the appropriation for the current year. 


The increase for the coming year is 
accounted for largely by a special ap- 
propriation to finance foreign assist- 
ance programs, including P. L. 480, 
so as to relieve the CCC of the finan- 
cial burden of advancing funds for 
such programs. 


The House Appropriations Commit- 
tee, in its report, earmarked increases 
of $60,000 for intensifying research 
on pear decline and other rootstock 
problems, and $600,000 for utilization 
research on fibers, fruits and vege- 
tables. The Committee also estab- 
lished in the appropriations bill, for 
the first time, a special contingency 
fund of $1 million to enable the Agri- 
cultural Research Service to take 
effective research action at once when 
a serious problem arises. 


The Appropriations Committee 
noted that, as in previous years, many 
persons appeared before the Commit- 
tee in support of additional funds for 
various projects which had not been 
included in the 1962 budget, and that 
“in most cases the proposed research 
projects are those which the Commit- 
tee had hoped the Advisory Commit- 
tees would urge the Department to 
undertake by shifts in emphasis within 
present funds.” 

On May 2 three N.C.A. witnesses 
appeared before a subcommittee of 
the House Appropriations Committee 


sorbing temporary surpluses, and aid 
and development programs. 

Participation by the United States 
in such a program, the resolution 
states, would be contingent upon stat- 
utory authorization or treaty ap- 
proval. 

A Senate resolution does not require 
concurrence by the House. It merely 
expresses the will of the Senate and 
has no other authority or force. 


to request that larger sums of money 
be allocated within the existing USDA 
budget for research on the problems 
of fruit and vegetable production. The 
N.C.A. did not ask for an increase in 
the USDA budget request (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of May 6, page 
161). 

The Appropriations Committee said 
it “is somewhat disappointed that the 
Advisory Committee system has not 
been more effective in screening these 
proposals and in getting the Depart- 
ment, to the greatest extent possible, 
to transfer personnel and shift its fa- 
cilities to meet these urgent problems.” 

The Committee recommended that 
the ARS consider utilizing the special 
contingency fund for work on some of 
the more urgent research needs pre- 
sented to the Committee. 

For the school lunch program the 
bill provides $125 million, an increase 
of $15 million over the 1961 appropria- 
tion and $5 million over the budget 
request. In addition, the bill provides 
for the transfer of $45 million from 
Section 32 funds, the same amount 
of transfer authority as in the current 
fiscal year. 

The Appropriations Committee re- 
called, in its report, that it had pro- 
vided for the establishment of a spe- 
cial weather reporting and forecasting 
system in the Mississippi Delta to dis- 
seminate weather information in a 
manner best suited for agricultural 
purposes. The Committee recom- 
mended that both the USDA and the 
Weather Bureau make a survey of the 
need for this type of weather infor- 
mation in other sections and provided 
$20,000 for a study of the matter. 

The House-passed bill was referred 
on June 7 to the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee, where hearings have 
been concluded. The N.C.A. on May 
19 filed a statement with that Com- 
mittee similar to the one it filed with 
the House Appropriations Committee 
on May 2. 
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troduced 
the 87th Congress which may be of in- 
terest to canners. Unless otherwise 
noted, no action has been taken. (Bill 
numbers and the Committees to which 
they hove been referred are indicated 
in ies.) 


Antitrust Laws 
S. 11 (Kefauver) would amend the 
Clayton Act, as amended by the Robin- 
son-Patman Act, to restrict the a | 
faith” defense against a charge of 
price discrimination; Judiciary. 


H.R. 3562 (Patman) would amend 
the Clayton Act to require prior noti- 
fication of errors mergers and ac- 
quisitions; J 

H.R. 4008 (Roosevelt) would amend 
the Federal Trade Commission Act 
to provide for the issuance of tem- 
porary “cease and desist” orders to 


prevent certain acts and practices 
— of FTC proceed - 


Consumer Interests 
S. 1688 (Kefauver et al.) would 
create a Department of Consumers to 
which would be transferred the FDA 
and certain components of the USDA, 
Labor Dept. and Commerce Dept.; 
Government Operations. 


S. Res. 115 (Neuberger et al.) would 
create a Select Committee on Con- 
sumer Interests; Government Opera- 


S. Res. 119 (Javits et al.) would es- 
tablish a Select Committee on Con- 
sumers; Banking. 


H. Res. 240 (Anfuso) and compan- 
ion bills would create a select commit- 
tee “to conduct studies and investiga- 
tions of the problems of consumers;” 
Rules. 

Co-ep Taxation 

H.R. 5775 (Davis, Tenn.) would 

rovide tax equity through the taxa- 

m of cooperative corporations and 
dividen tax credits for recipients of 

idends from genuine cooperatives ;” 

Ways and Means. 


Factory 
An omnibus food, drug, and cos- 
metic bill which, among its provisions, 
would expand the factory —— 
38 of the FDA, is being proposes 
r submission to Congress by HEW 
Ribicoff. 


H.R. 1285 (Sullivan) would e 
the factory inspection authority of 
A; Commerce. 


Farm Labor 
H.R. 2010 (Gathings), as passed by 
the House May 11, would 4 extend the 
Mexican farm labor p ram for two 
ears. It will be the subject of hear- 
ngs June 12-18 by a subcommittee 
of the Senate A ure Committee. 


education 'of 


The N.C.A. filed a statement in the 
House su the extension of the 

S. 1945 Carthy — 
authorize the Secretary of 
withhold workers recruited — 4 the 
— — farm labor program from 
— — ers who fail to meet certain 
criteria; Agriculture. 

Six bile introduced by Senator Wil- 
liams (N.J.) to alleviate the problems 
of migratory farmworkers and their 
families are pend before the Sen- 
ate Committee on and Public 
Welfare: 

S. 1123, to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act to prohibit the employ- 
ment in 11 outside of — 


18 of children below the the age of 


8 1124, to provide certain payments 
to assist states and local communities 
in improving educational opportu- 
nities migratory farmworkers’ 
children. 

S. 1126, rovide grants for the 
migrants. 

S. 1126, to require federal registra- 
— — of migratory farm- 
workers. 


22 £260, t to amend the Public Health 
Service Act 


to authorize grants for 
conditions of m armwo 
and their families. 

S. 1182, to establish a National 
Citizens Council on Migratory Labor. 

Hearings on S. 1129 (Will 
N.J.), to authorize the — 
Labor to regulate the recruitment, 
transportation and distribution of ag- 
ricultural workers, were held May 
17-18 by the Senate Subcommittee on 
Migratory — 

Hearin . 1127 (Williams, 
N.J.) anf g. S. 1249 ond) to — 
rovide housing for domestic farm 
by the were held May 31 and June 1 

Senate Subcommittee on Hous- 


a, bills introduced by Sen- 
ator Williams, on which no hearings 
have been scheduled, are: 

S. 1122, to establish a minimum 

for certain . — employed in 
— 41 Subcommittee on Migra- 
tory Labor. 

S. 1128 to extend the provisions of 
the National Labor Relations Act to 
agriculture; Subcommittee on Migra- 
tory Labor. 


to — — 2 in 

an ra -care 
facilities children of 
farm workers; 

Hearings on four companion bills 
introd by Representative Zelenko 
30 by the were 10, — — 


“aR. 5288, to establish a National 
Citizens Council on Migratory Labor. 


H.R. 5289, ire federal regis- 
tration of 11 I. migratory 
workers. 


farm 


H.R. 5290, to authorize the Secre- 
transportation, and distribution 

aq tory farmwo 


H.R. 5291, to prohibit the employ- 
t of children ‘under 15 in — 


Fishery Products 


surveys, was 
with amend- 
ments, on May 24 


y, the Com- 
merce N. C. A. testi- 
fied on March 17 os support of the 
bill’s objectives. 

S. 1189 (Magnuson), to authorize 
the U. S. Coast Guard to - — cer- 
tain oceanographic research, was re- 

rted June 6, amended by the Senate 
ommerce Committee. 


H.R. 6845 (Geo. P. Miller), to ex- 
— the functions of the Coast Guard 
include a2 research, was 


ba Be House June 5 sent 
the Sonate, which placed it on the 


rtion Saltonstall-Kenn Pande 
provide additional federal assist- 
— to the states for rehabilitation 
and development of fishery resources, 
will be the subject of a hearing June 
— bad the Senate Commerce Commit- 


ee. 615 (Anfuso) would rea 
tion funds available under the Sal 
stall-Kennedy Act; Fisheries. 


H.R. 657 (Colmer) would impose an 
ad valorem duty of 35 percent on all 
im rp shrimp in any form; Ways 


eans. 
H.R. 578 (Thempecn) ) and 

bills would establish quotas for tie 

importation of shrimp and shrimp 


those quotas, an 
— shrimp as Well as prohibit 
its importation in excess of established 
quotas; Ways and Means. 

S. 1222 (Yarborough and Smath- 
ers), as by May 26 
provides that a W. fishing vessel 
Which occasionally a4 on board, on 
e high seas, and transports to a 
U S. port without a monetary consid- 
eration, the catch of another U. 8. 
fishing vessel shall not be considered 
to be — 12 in the transportation 
of freight for hire; Fisheries, where 

similar House bills are pending. 


H.R. 5301 (Rivers, Alaska) would 
provide for funds from customs re- 
ceipts to be allocated to state agen- 
Fisheries. 


S. 606 (Bush and Dodd), to con- 
struct a shellfisheries research center 
at Milford, Conn., was reported June 
7 by the Senate Commerce Committee. 


H.R. 7336 (Downing) would author- 
ize the Secretary of the Interior to 
make loans and to furnish disease- 
resistant stock to oyster producers in 
areas of the United States in which 
the economic stability of the oyster 
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industry is threatened excessive 
oyster mortality; 


Marketing Orders 

H.R. 6400 (Cooley) and S. 1648 
(Ellender), the Administration's om- 
nibus farm bill, would authorize mar- 
keting orders, marketing quotas, and 
1 . for Ar crops. The 
appeared 5 before the 
House Agriculture A and on 
May 17 before the Senate Agriculture 
Committee to request that conning 

crops be exempted from the bill 
committees have completed hearings. 
S. 1389 (McCarthy et al.) and H.R. 
159 (Sisk) would authorize federal 


marketing ams for AD and 
turkey 


H. R. 1106 — 
ize marketing orders for chickens, 
turkeys, Irish potatoes, and onions; 
Agriculture. 

H.R. 5583 (Clem Miller) would au- 
thorize the Secretary of iculture 
to issue marketing orders 5 
roduced in the states of Washington, 

regon, Idaho, and ——— for 


canning and freezing; Agriculture. 
S. 1462 lB e and Kuchel) 
auchorize th retary of ul- 


ture to establish minimum — 
of quality for n 
nate ing 


was 
—1.1 111. 


House 

H.R. 7360 (Amer, N.Y.) 
make all apples, both for fresh 
and for processing, eligible for oa 
keting orders, except for apple p 
ucts which are canned or 1 
Agriculture. 

H.R. 4125 (Kilgore) would amend 
the Agricultural Marketing Agree- 
ment Act of 1937, as amended, so as 
to extend its restrictions on imported 
commodities to imported onions, let- 
tuce, and carrots; A ture. 


Taxation of Interstate Commerce 

H.R. 4863 (Willis) would require 
the Congress to make a study of “all 
matters pertaining to the taxation of 
interstate commerce” by the states, 
territories, and — 4 of the 
3 e District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, or their political or tax- 
ing subdivisions; Judiciary. 


Poultry Used in Processing 
(Statistical Reporting Service of 


Young 
Mature chickens............ 


Resinning with October, 1900, date on poultry 
parts and fat used in canning are no longer avail- 
able by class of poultry and are included in other. 


Forthcoming Meetings 
June 11-12—Michigan Canners and Freezers 
Association, Meeting, Whiteomb 
Hotel, St. Joseph 


June 12-14—Maine Canners’ and Freesers’ As- 
sociation, 49th Annual Meeting, The Colony. 


Kennebunkport 

June 18-22—National Association of Retail 
Grocers, 624 Annual Convention, Conven- 
tion Hall, Philadelphia 


June 19-21—Grocery Manufacturers of America, 
Inc., Midyear Meeting, The Greenbrier, White 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 

June 21-24—Processed Apples Institute, 1— 
10th Annual Meeting, The Greenbrier, White 
Sulphur Springs, W.Va. 

June 26-26—Ohio Canners and Food Processors 
Association, Spring Meeting, Catawba Cliffs 
Beach Club, Port Clinton 

July 6-21—N. C. A. Midwestern Canners Tech- 
Purdue University, Lafay- 


July 18—National Kraut Packers Association, 
Catawba Cliffs Beach Club, Port Clinton, 


July 24-28—Ohio Canners and Food Processors 
Association, Tomato Canners Quality Control 
Conference, Ohio State University, Columbus 


Sept. 11-183—Symposium on Foods, Oregon 
State College, Corvallis 


Sept. 19-27—World Nutritional Fishery Con- 
ference, FAO, Rome 


Oct. 19-21—Florida Canners Association, 80th 
Annual 14 Diplomat Hotel, Holly- 
wood by the 

Nov. — 


Canners Association, 
67th Annual Convention, Schroeder Hotel, 
Milwaukee 


Nov. 20-21—Michigan Canners and Freezers 
Association, Fall Meeting, Pantlind Hotel, 
Grand Rapids 


Nov. 20-21—Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
— Annual Convention, Yorktowne Hotel, 


Nov. 27-28—Ohio Canners and Food Processors 
Association, 64th Annual Convention, Com- 
modore Perry Hotel, Toledo 


Dec. 6-8—New York State Canners and Frees- 
ers Association, 76th Annual Convention, 
Hotel Concord, Kiamesha Lake 

Dee. 9-18—National Food Brokers Association, 
National Food Sales Conference, Chicago 

Jan. 10-12—TIllinois Canners Association, Can- 
ners School, Urbana 

Jan. 11-12—Canners League of California, 39th 
Annual Fruit and Vegetable Sample Cut- 
tings, Fairmount Hotel, San Francisco 

Jan. 19-20—National Preservers Association, 
Annual Meeting, Galt Ocean Mile Hotel, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. 


Jan. 21-84—NaTionaAL CANNERS 


Sampling of Apricot Quality 


The N. C. A. Western Research Lab- 
oratory and the University of Cali- 
fornia have announced a sampling 
program on apricot quality. The co- 
operation of apricot canners is re- 
quested to collect data in standard 
form on raw apricot firmness, size, 
color, Brix and acid. The color and 
character scores of canned samples 
will be compared with the raw fruit 
quality test results. At the same time 
information on variety, growing area, 
picking date and orchard practices 
will be recorded in a longer range 
study of the factors influencing apricot 
quality. 

The study was suggested by the 
N.C.A. Committee on Statistical Qual- 
ity Control. Preliminary studies in 
1960, conducted by Dr. Gordon A. 
Rowe, University of California, with 
the cooperation of apricot canners, 
established sample sizes and indicated 
test procedures which would be useful 
to continue in 1961. 


MSSA Requirements for 
Canned Foods 


Tentative requirements for canned 
concentrated tomato juice, canned 
pineapple, and canned pineapple juice 
from the 1961 crop to meet the needs 
of the armed services have been an- 
nounced by the MSSA. 

Procurement will be made by Head- 
quarters, Oakland region, MSSA, 2155 
Webster St., Alameda, Calif. 
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